
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 
ENERGY FROM WASTE FACILITY 

ON THE ISLE OF MAN

The Energy from Waste (EfW) facility 
processes all of the Isle of Man’s domestic and 
commercial residual waste. This is the waste 
that comes from the rubbish bins of businesses 
and houses. For each tonne of waste that is 
produced, half a megawa�  hour of electricity 
is exported for use in homes, schools and 
businesses on the Island. This equates to 
10 per cent of the Island’s electricity.
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Burnable materials should go to the EfW facility. Burning 
releases energy from the materials creating heat and light. 
If an item cannot be reused or recycled then it can be burnt 
carefully to release energy from the materials in the place 
of a non-renewable fossil fuel.  At the EfW waste materials, 
which contain chemical energy, are burned in a furnace to 
produce heat energy, which in turn heats up water into high 
pressured steam. The steam has kinetic, or movement, 
energy and this is used to drive a turbine. The 
energy in the form of spinning the turbine drives a 
generator which produces electricity.
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generator which produces electricity. 3
The EfW facility has reduced the Island’s 
dependency on land� ll for the disposal of 
household waste. Household waste is a non 
fossil fuel and so recovery of energy from 
this source by EfW means that less fossil 
fuels such as coal, gas and oil need to be 
burned - preserving this limited resource 
for future generations.

Did you know that in the years 2004 to 2014, 
over 240,000 MW of electricity was exported 
from the EfW facility? This is enough to power 
approximately 100,000 homes. In these years 
also, over 575,000 tonnes of waste has been 
processed by the EfW facility. This is equivalent 
to 1450 jumbo jets or 47 Ben My Chrees. 
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